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  BCHT
  & customary governance

system
  

  BCHT
  area size (ha) & land

tenure
  

  Customary
  sustainable use

system 
  

  Biodiversity
  & ecosystems conserved

  

  Established
  Emerging 

Planned 
  

  PERU:
  Potato Park, 

  Cusco:
  Quechua, Sumaq Kawsay,
Ayllu, Apus, Custom. Law

principles/values 
  

  9,200 ha: 
  collective, secure

tenure.
  Agro-biodiversity

Zone legally
recognised

  

  Millennial farming
system,

  native pasture, land
use mosaic

  

  Andean
  wildlife, sacred mountains,

native pasture

  1400 native potato varieties, 4
potato CWR; Andean crops &

livestock
  

  Fully Established 
  

  PERU:
  Chalakuy Park (Lares), Cusco: 

  Quechua
  - Sumaq Kawsay, Ayllu, Apus,

Customary Law princi. 
  

  50,000 ha:
collective, secure

tenure
  (c. 50% of land not

farmed). 
  Agrobiodiversity

Zone
  (applied)

  

  Millennial farming
system,

  native pasture, land
use mosaic

  

  Sacred
  mountains, wild foods,

wetlands, forests.
  90 maize & 400 potato

varieties, CWR;

  Andean crops & livestock
  

  Largely
Established

  

  PERU: Vilcanota Spiritual
Park, Cusco: 

  Q’eros
  - mountain gods (Apus) are

highest authority
  

  6,970 ha
  collective, secure

tenure
  

  Millennial farming
system,

  native pasture, land
use mosaic

  

  Sacred mountains, lakes;
  wetland; native forests

  Andean agrobiodiversity, native
  potatoes & CWR

  

  Largely
Established

  

  PERU:
  Apurimac BCHT 

  

   
  

   
  

   
  

  Planned
  

  MEXICO
  (new member)

  

   
  

   
  

   
  

  Planned 
  

  BOLIVIA
  (new member)

  

   
  

   
  

   
  

  Planned 
  

INMIP’s Emerging Global Biocultural Heritage Territory (BCHT)
Network 

SOURCE: Swiderska, K & Argumedo, A. (2024) IIED – INMIP Concept Note on Biocultural Territories
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  KENYA:
  Rabai BCHT, Kilifi County: 

  Mijikenda,
  Kaya Elders’ Council, Mudzini

(harmony with nature),
customary laws  

  20,000 ha: private
land;  Kaya forests

co-managed
(devolved),
  industry

  

  Sacred Kaya
forests,

  traditional farming
& agroforestry, land

use mosaic
  

  4
  Kaya forests: tropical dry

Coastal Forests Global
Biodiversity Hotspot

  Indigenous
  cowpeas, sorghum, millet;
coconut, casava, maize LR;

CWRs

  Emerging
  

  KENYA:
  Taita Hills

  Taita
  Taveta County: Traditional

Mitengo management system
based on

  traditional cultural values. 
  

  35, 165 ha: 
  Private land;
Community

  forests co-managed
& conserved by LCs

(Mitengo catchments) 
  

  Community forests,
scared

  groves, land use
mosaic,

agroforestry,
Millennial terraced

farming.
  

  10
  mountain forests; global

biodiversity hotspot; endemic
trees,  birds & butterflies

  Traditional
  sorghum, millet, pigeon peas,
green grams, roots, wild berries

  

  Planned
  

  INDIA:
  Rice, Bean & Orchid Park,

Kalimpong W. Bengal:
  Lepcha
  & Limbu
  Mountain

  Gods & Nature Deities.

  20,000 ha, overlap
with National Park
  (Neora Valley) –

restricted access/use
  

  Customary
sustainable forest

  use (Lepcha
Bukchung, Limbu
Kipat), traditional
farming system 

  

  Sub-tropical
  & temperate forests; sacred

mountains, 
  c.200 orchid varieties, 16

threatened mammals (eg. red
panda,

  Himalayan black bear) & birds.
GBH
  30

  bean, dryland rice, aromatic
rice, buckwheat, maize LRs,

CWR

  Emerging
   
   
  

  TAJIKISTAN:
  Apple Park & Orchard, Rasht

Valley
  Community/village

  management

  c.5,000 ha.
  Government owned

land
  

  Traditional
agroecological

  farming practices 
  

  Mountain ecosystems &
  wildlife

  64 apple, 60 walnut, 36
  pear, 24 apricot, 15 grape, 10
mulberry, pear & apple wild

relatives 

  Established
   
  

  TAJIKISTAN:
  Wheat Park, Bartang Valley,

Pamirs; Customary village
  management

  

  20,000 ha. (about 12
communities

  initially). 
Government land 

  

  Traditional
  agroecological 

practices 
  

  Pamir mountain ecosystems
  & wildlife

  7 species & 151
  varieties of wheat; incl. soft

wheat.

  Emerging 
   
  

  CHINA:
  Four village BCH Coalition,

Yunnan: Naxi & Moso Dongba
  religion, balance & harmony

with nature; holistic wellbeing,
Cust. Laws 

  

  30,000
  ha 

  (including
  river valley
landscapes)

  Forest
  land is community

owned; HH land 
  leased from state

  

  Millennial terraced
farming,

  land use mosaic,
customary water &
forest management

  

  Sacred
  mountains, forests, wild food

plants 
380

  native varieties, incl. waxy
maize, rice, wheat, millet,

soybean,
  sorghum,  barley & CWR of

soybean,
  rice, buckwheat.

  Emerging 
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  BHUTAN
  BCHTs
  Monpa

  Community in Trongsa
District. Own dialect/
Language (Monkha);

  Jangbi, Wangling and
Phumzor villages. 

  57 ha
  70 HHs privately

owned land
  with an av. 2 acres

per HH. Inside
Jigme Singye

National Park.  
   
  

  Customary
sustainable forest
  use; places with
strong emphasis

on protecting
environment.

   
  

  Sub-tropical forests;       
sacred mountains. 

  Rice, maize, wheat,
  buckwheat, millet,

vegetables, guava, mandarin
   
  

  Planned
  

  KYRGYZSTAN:
  Wild walnut forest. 

  Jalalabad
  Province

  Self-governed

  50,000 ha 
  State land

  

  Community forest
management

  through renting 
  

  Wild walnut & fruit
  forests with CWR

  

  Emerging
   
  

  THAILAND:
  Karen

  Indigenous
  collective governance

   
  

  Karen rotational
farming

  & forest
conservation

  

  Tropical rainforest
  Rotational farming
  agrobiodiversity 

   
  

  Emerging
  

  THE
  PHILIPPINES

  Mintapod
  community.
  Higaonon

  tribe

  14,000 ha
  Ancestral domain

title. ICCA.
  

  Customary forest
management,
  tradl. farming

  

  Tropical rainforests
  Traditional

  rice, sweet potato, maize &
cassava.

   
  

  Established
  

  TAIWAN
  Tayal ‘Millet Ark’ BC
foodscape, Hsinchu

County

  20 ha
  

  Indigenous
natural farming

  system
  

  Sub-tropical forests; sacred
  mountains.

  Traditional millets
   
  

  Emerging
  

  PNG
  & NEPAL 

  

   
  

   
  

   
  

  Planned
  

  TOTAL
  260,412 ha ++
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Travel and logistical information 
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https://casitahuaran.org/
https://www.pedregalecolodge.com/
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Agenda
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Traditional gastronomy competition of
typical inter-community dishes
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Papamanka

Chawaytire

Chawaytire
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Plenary, Presentation of a
condensed compendium

Drafting of the INMIP
Declaration

15



INMIP Glossary

BIOCULTURAL HERITAGE TERRITORY................ 

AGROBIODIVERSITY ZONE  .............................  

30X30 INITIATIVES ........................................ 

17

17

17

16



BIOCULTURAL HERITAGE TERRITORY

AGROBIODIVERSITY ZONE

30X30 INITIATIVES
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PLURIVERS ITY

COURSES AND
EXCHANGES

• Establishment of Biocultural Territories 
• Indigenous Methods and Tools
• Water and Spirituality
• Indigenous food systems and comunitarian agroecology

INTERNSHIP AND
VOLUNTEERING

• Transformative Education 
• Interships with diferent research topics related with food systems
•Collaboration with academics, scientists and experts from indigenous
communities

KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT

• Website with research results, publications, videos, news and events
• Toolkit for Biocultural Education 
• Registration of facilitators, indigenous experts

COLABORATIVE
RESEARCH

• Indigenous Rights and Biocultural Territories 
• Indigenous Research Methods and Tools
• Climate Change and Indigenous Food Systems 
• Biocultural Innovations 
• Methodology for collaboration with scientists and indigenous communities

Huaran, Calca, Cusco

PROGRAMS

• It relates to the “pluriverse”.

• It uses a decolonial approch

• It reflects the diversity of knowledge systems 

• It promotes dialogue between different

epistemic traditions

¿WHAT IS A PLURIVERSITY?
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Hananpacha

Kaypacha

Ukupacha

Yachay

Ruway

Munay   Sallka

Runa

Auki

Chaninchay 
(Equilibrium)

Yanantin 
(Duality)

Ayni 
(Reciprocity)

KAUSAY

SPACE-
TIME

PEDAGOGICAL
- EDUCATIONAL

LEGAL –
NORMATIVE

SOCIAL-
ECOLOGICAL

The Andean Cosmovision as an Educational
Conceptual Framework

Diverse ways of learning and understanding 
the world

MUNAY: (love between people, between society and nature; feelings, making social
and world connections). It refers to the social connections one forms in the
educational process, and also to intuition, desire, the ability to think and feel with
the heart

YACHAY: (learning, wisdom, knowledge, thinking, logic). It is understood as
knowledge processed by the mind. This type of knowledge comes from reflection,
discussion and analysis

RUWAY: (work, creativity, using physical energy, to do, learning by doing, know-
how). It has to do with practical learning, such as skills and knowledge related to
agriculture ans food preparation

KHIPU: Registry and use of results and information
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Methods and 
Tools

Contact: Asociación ANDES
www.andes.org.pe

tammy@andes.org.pe 21



international research centers. This approach has
generated an innovative process of integrated
territorial management that promotes Sumac Kausay
(Good Living) with a strong indigenous identity and
from a local perspective, and has generated the
development of microenterprises that offer baskets
of biocultural goods and services based on the
special agroecological characteristics of the
landscape and that use the potato as a charismatic
species.

The communities maintain a wealthy traditional knowledge that leads the processes of territorial
defense and local development and innovation. Indigenous knowledge is reinforced by
agroecological approaches, and both contribute to territorial governance, food sovereignty and
the development of biocultural products based on native agrobiodiversity.

genocenter of potato origin. The inhabitants of the territory celebrate the rich agricultural
heritage of the area by conserving 1347 varieties of native potato as well as other native crops
such as olluco, oca, corn, quinoa, and kiwicha, and harvest wild species for their families' food
and health.

The Potato Park is an Indigenous Biocultural Territory
established in the year 2000 by 6 Quechua
communities: Amaru, Chawaytire, Cuyo Grande,
Pampallaqta, Paru Paru and Sacaca, located in a micro

Pisaq, Cusco

Established: 2000

Communities: Amaru, Chawaytire, Cuyo Grande, 

Pampallaqta, Paru Paru y Sacaca

Population: 6000 people

Area: 9020 hectares

Altitude: between 3400m and 4600m

The gastronomy collective owes its
name to this potato variety. Because of
its irregular shape, this potato was
used to test the patience and ability of
potential daughters-in-law, to evaluate
their aptitude to be the son's partner. It
is a symbol of the traditions that the
collective protects and promotes.

Qachun Waqachi

These processes are led by community authorities and a network of local experts (community
technicians), who maintain dynamic collaborative relationships with scientists and national and

22



Pisaq, Cusco
AMARU
Mirador, future site of the Potato Museum

Plant breeding center; Seed multiplication center; transects, pond walk; Potato wild
relatives

PARU PARU 

Potato Park Interpretation Center (agricultural calendar, potato diversity); Seed Bank;
Craft Center

PAMPALLAQTA 

Processing center for medical plants and natural products
SACACA

CHAWAYTIRE
Restaurante Papamanca 
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Established: 2012

Communities: Ccachin, Choquecancha, Pampacorral, 

Rosaspata

Population: 2,800 people

Area: 50,000 hectares

Altitude: between 2300m and 4500m

The Chalakuy Park (Challay = Barter) celebrates and
promotes biodiversity and ancestral knowledge associated
with the vertical management of the Andean agroecological
landscape. The area contains a very rich diversity of crops
due to the diverse ecological levels in the region, with
tropical fruits in the lower zone; grains such as quinoa and
kiwicha, and 90 varieties of corn in the middle zone, and
potatoes and other Andean tubers in the upper zone. Llama
and alpaca grazing is also practiced in the highlands. 

Barter markets represent a key element of the local food
system. It is based on the values of Ayni and Chanincha
(reciprocity and solidarity) that strengthen social relations
and at the same time provide nutritional complementarity for
the communities that inhabit the different ecological floors of
the Lares District. In 2021, an ordinance of the municipality of
Lares recognized the barter markets as an important
expression of the local biocultural heritage, which
contributes to the conservation of agrobiodiversity and
local food security.

Lares, Calca, Cusco
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Cusco (Navel of the Earth) is located in the basin of the Huatenay River, a tributary of
the Vilcanota River, at 3400 meters above sea level. It is now the capital of the
department of Cusco and has a population of approximately 435,000 people. It is the
oldest continuously inhabited city in the Americas.
Cusco has been continuously occupied for more than 3000 years, by different
cultures. When the Incas migrated from the Lake Titicaca area, they settled here and
began to build what is now the city of Cusco. The city became the capital of the Inca
empire, and the most important cultural and economic center of South America.

During the earthquakes of 1650 and 1950, many colonial buildings were demolished,
the colonial buildings fell but the Incas remained standing. There was much
resistance to colonization with numerous rebellions against the Spanish. The resistance
continues and is expressed in the vitality of the indigenous languages, their cultural
and spiritual values, traditional knowledge and their biodiverse food systems.

The city was built in the shape of a Puma, where the Plaza de
Armas is the heart, and the citadel of Sacsayhuaman is the head.
In 1533, the Spanish invaders captured the city of Cusco, and
established colonial constructions on top of the foundations of
Inca palaces and structures, established cathedrals, hospitals
and universities.
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The Incas created a sacred space in the center of the city (in the
chest of the puma), called Haucaypata (sacred place or place of
weeping). The square is connected to another complementary one,
which is Kusipata (joy square). The two squares are now called by
their Spanish names, La Plaza de Armas and Plaza Regocijo.

LA PLAZA DE ARMAS

SACSAYHUAMÁN

Sacsayhuaman is a citadel above Cusco, at an altitude of 3,701 meters
above sea level. It was built by the Incas in the 15th century, but the site
has been occupied since 900. It has sacred constructions, residential
buildings, towers, shrines, warehouses, roads and aqueducts. It is known
for its megalithic stones and construction in harmony with the
landscape. It is believed that more than 20 thousand men extracted the
stones from the surrounding quarries and moved them 20 kilometers. The
main wall of Sacsayhuaman is built in zigzag with stones up to 5 meters
high and 2.5 meters wide (weighing between 90 and 125 tons).

The neighborhood of San Blas is famous for concentrating handicraft
stores, as well as workshops of the most famous artisans of Cusco. It is
also called the 'Balcony of Cusco ', because it is located above the
Plaza de Armas. Its streets are narrow and cobblestone.

SAN BLAS

Inticancha was built by the Incas in 1200 to worship the sun Inti. It is now
called Qoricancha (temple of gold). The Spanish found a great deal of
gold art, which they melted down and sent to Spain. The Spanish colonists
built the Convent of Santo Domingo on the site, demolishing the temple
and using its foundations for the church.

QORICANCHA (TEMPLE OF THE SUN)
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